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1. Country/location of visit
Japan/Kyoto University

2. Project title
Conserv’Session #7: Terry Pratchett: Facing extinction with Tomoyuki Tajima
3. Date
2017. 05. 20
4. Main host researcher and affiliation
none
5. Progress and results of your outreach activity
This session was held at the International Seminar House and gathered 41 persons. It sounded by far the most
international session we ever had as well as the most entertaining as the number of questions and comments
exceeded the average. We were also glad that Prof. Jane Singer from the graduate school of global environmental
studies joined our event and shared her experience as a researcher in Sumatra island. Tomoyuki Tajima (PhD
candidate at Kyoto University Laboratory of Human Evolution Studies), our invited speaker, who has been
studying male mating strategies of Bornean orangutans since 2010, had prepared a nice presentation expanding on
what the film “Facing Extinction” just introduced regarding orangutan’s survival threats. Deforestation, hunting
and pet trade are the most important ones. During Mr. Tajima’s short presentation, the public also learnt about the
lack of trained local scientists studying orangutans in Malaysia which may explain why or be a consequence of the
not so high interest that locals vow to orangutans.

Tomoyuki Tajima (left) talking about orangutan’s survival threats to a full room (right).

Another turning discussion point was palm oil, the main cause of deforestation and habitat fragmentation, that
lead to isolating orangutan populations and therefore threaten their survival. In response to some comments from
the audience on how to recognize/avoid products containing palm oil, Zsofia Budai (Conserv’Session) came up
with some tips given by the Orangutan Foundation International on how “to kick palm oil out of your life” (see
picture). Then, we were glad to have the presence of Mr. Christopher Wong (WWF Malaysia) who heard about
this event by chance and joined. He let everybody expressed her/his comments and was the last one to provide
updates on the situation in Malaysia before revealing his identity – as he did not want to biased the debate.
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South-East India rich biodiversity. From left to right and top to bottom: wild boar; red-vented bulbul; Nilgiri tahr; chital; Indian
giant squirrel; and white-throated kingfisher.

3 easy ways to kick palm oil out of your life by the Orangutan Foundation International!

6. Others
Acknowledgements: I would like to thank PWS for its support; Tomoyuki Tajima for his participation; Miku
Akiyama for her help; and our growing team for sharing ideas on future sessions.
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